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TOWN OF BRIGHTON PUTS NSPME ON THE MAP
Inaugural Event A Huge Success

The town of Brighton, N.Y., may be one of the newest members of the ever-growing family of participants in the National Student/Parent Mock Election, but it sure doesn’t act like it.

Ever since the Town of Brighton’s deputy receiver of taxes, Paula Grassl, first stumbled upon the NSPME Web site, the town’s involvement in this year’s National Student/Parent Mock Election campaign has been nothing short of extraordinary.

Working in cooperation with the Brighton Central School District, the Board of Elections, both local political parties and an award-winning local video production company, the “gang” at the town of Brighton has produced three innovative public service announcements and is now making preparations to further publicize the National Student/Parent Mock Election by marching in a local homecoming parade.

Most importantly, Grassl and her colleagues, Town Clerk Susan Kramarsky and Director of Communications Stephen Dodd, are focusing their efforts to make Mock Election Day in the town of Brighton one that no one will soon forget.

“From the beginning of this project our idea was to make a difference in the lives of our children by exposing them to the democratic process and by educating them as to the importance of their vote,” says Grassl.

“Everything we’ve accomplished to this point is really just a build-up to the day when some of these children will cast their first vote in a presidential election,” she added.

Brighton Town Clerk Susan Kramarsky attributes the town’s overwhelmingly enthusiastic involvement in this project to the fact that she and Grassl have been looking for a way to involve children in local government and in the democratic process since the two began working together more than three years ago.

“When Paula made me aware of the National Student/Parent Mock Election, we both realized this project seemed like an incredible opportunity to teach children and their parents about the importance of casting an educated vote,” said Kramarsky.

“We also knew that Brighton would be a great community in which to introduce this program because we have such a great school system and very engaged voters,” she added.

They were right.  

The Brighton “trio” immediately met with local school administrators and proposed a Mock Election that would build on the outstanding work already being done within the school system. 
An idea was formulated to produce a series of public service announcements that would inform local schoolchildren about the upcoming Mock Election.

With guidance from teachers David Occhino, Mike Malloy and Chuck Kane, students from the Brighton Middle School wrote, “performed” and edited a 30-second public service announcement juxtaposing inactive, uninvolved kids with children who made themselves aware of important issues and then took an active role in the democratic process.

 

At Brighton’s French Road Elementary School a pledge written by B. August Pierre, a fifth grader, was chosen from among 100 similar pledges, and work immediately began to put together two more informative public service announcements. Pierre’s pledge, which stressed the importance of casting a vote, was “performed” by 24 third, fourth and fifth grade students from the elementary school.  The students’ voices and faces were expertly “morphed” by the professionals at Video Propulsion Inc., resulting in two extremely innovative and informative PSA’s.

The student’s creations were presented at a fabulous “premier party,” held on August 25, 2004. A standing-room-only crowd of local officials, school administrators, teachers, parents, students and a swarm of media were highly impressed with what they saw.

Brighton Town Supervisor Sandra Frankel said she was extremely moved by the public service announcements.

“I can’t tell you how proud I am to see the work that was accomplished in this truly collaborative effort, nor how excited I am to know that Brighton youngsters are promoting the importance of the democratic process,” says Frankel.

“I really feel these public service announcements can help to educate more of our young people about the outstanding work being done by the National Student/Parent Mock Election and might even put the Town of Brighton on the national map,” she added.

Director of Communications Stephen Dodd is meeting with local media representatives and has received assurances that the public service announcements will appear on Rochester television stations just prior to the Mock Election scheduled for Thursday October 28th. He is also working with national headquarters of the NSPME to make copies of those announcements available to other media outlets across the country.


“The thought that all of the hard work our kids put into this project might pay off in the form of energizing other children to cast an educated vote is something that has kept us all going throughout this entire process,” says Dodd.

“They may not fully understand it, but our kids are really making a difference,” he added.

Building on the growing enthusiasm generated by the premiere of the public service announcements, the town of Brighton is now preparing a National Student/Parent Mock Election “display” that will be part of a local homecoming parade.

A group of local officials, school administrators, teachers, parents, and most importantly, students, will march behind a float carrying an “official” voting booth and will pass out literature educating residents about the National Student/Parent Mock Election and the importance of becoming a registered voter.

Of course all of this activity is building up to Thursday October 28th, the day when the town of Brighton will join hundreds of thousands of other participants in the National Student/Parent Mock Election.

Grassl says that the town is working closely with the Brighton Central School District to plan a number of events including guest speakers, local media and other surprises.

“We plan to make this day memorable for all of our children,” says Grassl.

“We’re extremely proud of all of the hard work that has been done thus far by a core group of involved students, teachers, administrators and local officials, but you haven’t seen anything yet,” she added.
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