To Vote or Not to Vote

by Linda Knowles-Franklin and Stacey Jones
Thornton Township High School, Harvey, Illinois

(edited for national use by the National Student/Parent Mock Election)

Grades 9-12
English, Social Studies and Algebra I

Sudents will study the voting practices of their community
and conduct a Mock Election on October 28, 2004.
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That is the Question

Social Studies Algebra |

v v

Reading/Geography Concept of Fraction
Writing Concept of Percents

:

Communication

l

Solving Linear Equations

l (1-step)
Research l
l Critical
Thinking
Critical

Interdisciplinary Thematic Unit

Thinkin
ans Mock Election

English

Writing Reading

<N SN

Grammar Paragraph Main Idea Inference

~ 7

Critical Thinking

Unit Goal

This interdisciplinary thematic unit is designed to provide learning experiences in three
classes that will support the needs of all students. Students will demonstrate knowledge of
their civic duty by preparing for participation in the Mock Election at their school. Each
discipline will provide students with an opportunity to engage in high-order thinking
activities. There are three areas of concentration: 1) analyzing voting practices, 2) analyzing
candidates, and 3) analyzing facts and opinions.




ANALYZING VOTING PRACTICES

Goal

In the Social Studies class, students (with the support of the school’s staff) will design the
survey, allowing the class to gather information regarding feelings, opinions or behavior
patterns as they relate to voting. To gain additional insight into the process of creating a
survey, you can use the information provided at http:/ /gb.soc.surrey.ac.uk/. The sample
survey should ideally include the following variables: work, education, gender, age, and if
the subject is a registered voter. In the English class, students will write a five-paragraph
essay persuading classmates to vote in the Mock Election. In the Math class, students will
analyze the results of the survey and report them to the school and community.

Bl Social Studies Component

Objectives

1. Students will determine why voter apathy exists.

2. Students will create a survey to administer to parents, staff, and community
members, reflecting voting practice during the 2000 Presidential Election.

Purpose

1. To investigate the community’s position on voting.
2. To encourage support from the community on this class project.

Process

1. The teacher will invite a member of the local League of Women Voters to school to
discuss their role during elections and the topic of voter apathy. If a member cannot
come, the teacher will lead a class discussion on voter apathy (no interest in
voting).

2. Students will identify reasons why they believe registered voters from their
community may experience voter apathy.

3. For the purpose of creating survey questions, the teacher will help students
understand the difference between open and closed questions. (Please see the
following hand-out, Handout 1.)

Open-ended questions: the person will fill in their own answer to the questions on the
survey.

Closed-ended questions: the person will select an answer from the choices provided
on the survey.



4. The teacher and students will write the questions for the survey to determine voter
practices during the 2000 President election and whether community members are
apathetic. Reasons identified in #2 of this process should be included in the survey
questions. (The teacher could allow the students to work in pairs to write their
questions.)

5. The students will randomly administer the survey to their family and school staft.
(The survey can be administered by phone or on paper.)



HANDOUT 1

Sample Survey

CLOSED-ENDED QUESTIONS
1. Are you a registered voter? Yes / No
2. Do you think your vote makes a difference?
0 — Strongly disagree

1 — Disagree
2 — Neutral
3 — Agree

4 — Strongly agree
3. Politicians listen to their constituents?
0 — Strongly disagree

1 - Disagree
2 — Neutral
3 — Agree

4 — Strongly agree
4. My vote makes a difference. Yes / No
5. Itis important to vote as a citizen in the USA. Yes / No

OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS
1. Does the media accurately represent the candidates? Why / Why not?
2. Why have you chosen to vote or not to vote?
3. As acitizen in the USA, is it important to vote? Why?




B English Component

Objectives

1. Students will learn how to write a persuasive essay.

2. Using the results of the social studies survey, students will write a five paragraph
essay persuading their classmates to vote in the 2004 Mock Election.

Process

1. Read several persuasive essays to determine what makes a good persuasive essay.
(It would be beneficial to read essays relating to the electoral process.)

2. Identify the criteria for writing a persuasive essay.
* What is the issue?
e What is your opinion?
* How will you persuade someone to agree with you?
3. Learn the steps for writing a persuasive essay. (See Handout 2.)

4. Write a persuasive essay with the results of the Social Studies survey to persuade
classmates to vote in the 2004 Mock Election. (If students have the desire, they may
write a persuasive essay to encourage citizens to vote in the 2004 election. Essays
could be submitted to the local newspaper for publication.)



HANDOUT 2

Steps for Writing a Persuasive Essay

INTRODUCTION
1. Write an attention getting statement.
2. State what the issue is.
3. Preview the main points.

1. Put each reason in a separate paragraph.
2. Support your reasons.

¢ Use facts and observations.

e Use specific examples.

e Use research results.

CONCLUSION
1. Restate your position.
2. Sum up and rephrase your major points.
3. End your paper with a statement that will be memorable.

Transition

‘ Second Strongest Argument ‘

‘ Weakest Argument ‘

Transition

‘ Strongest Argument ‘




B Algebra | Component

Objectives

1. Students will utilize the percent proportion (a/b=p%100) to analyze statistical data
from the 2000 Presidential Election.

2. Students will make inferences about the effects of political influences of voters from
the 2000 Presidential Election. (Students may wish to analyze voting conditions,
exposure to candidates via TV, radio, and the Internet.)

3. Students will create a pie graph using percentages calculated from the social
studies survey.

4. Students will utilize information gathered from surveys, demographic tables, and

results from previous elections to explore the relationship between voter apathy
and dissatisfaction with elected public officials.

Prerequisite Knowledge

1. Knowledge between fractions and equivalent percents.
2. Solving 1-step linear equations.
3. Solving proportions.
Process
1. Students will calculate totals from the social studies survey.
2. Students will select categories from the survey that need mathematical analysis to

determine the voting practices of the community in the 2000 Presidential Election.
Graphs will be made to show results. Suggested categories are listed below:

e What percent (P) of voters in the 2000 Presidential elections were between the
ages of 18 and 24?

e Information needed:
Number of voters between the ages of 18 and 24 (a)
Total number of voters in 2000 (b)
a/b - p% /100 (solve for p)

e Find the percentage of voters in other age groups and create a pie graph
containing this information.

e Calculate the probability of whether a person will vote:

[ P (event)

_ favorable out coming
- Total # of out coming of

(This would be another concept to teach, however it ties in with the prior
knowledge of understanding the relationship between fractions and equivalent
percents.)



e Calculate the percentage of registered voters who participated in the 2000
Presidential election.

e Calculate the percentage of residents who are registered voters.

e Conduct a mini-survey (using Social Studies model) or short interview of
residents in given areas to determine the overall political outlook on the voting
process, voting rights, and satisfaction with elected officials. This data will be
used to calculate and compare percentages of residents with positive political
perspectives to those with negative, or apathetic, political perspectives.

Possible contacts for interviews:

e Acquaintances who are residents in selected areas.

* Employees at local businesses in selected areas.

e Consumers at a local retail or grocery store in selected areas.

With permission, students will post their results and charts around the community

and school.



ANALYZING CANDIDATES
Goal

In the Social Studies class, students will research candidates and identify major issues so
they will be informed voters in the Mock Election. In the English class, students will write
an editorial letter to state why a candidate should be elected to office. In the Math class,
students will research how much money candidates spend on their campaigns to determine
whether there is a correlation between who wins a seat and the amount of money he or she
spends to be elected.

B Social Studies Component

Objectives

1. Students will research political candidates.
2. Students will identify major platform issues.

Process

1. Students will research news publications and interviews for each candidate and
identify the major campaign issues.

2. The teacher will split the class into groups. (The number of the groups in the
classroom should be the same number of political candidates.) By using the
research gathered earlier, students will make a campaign speech on the candidate’s
major issues. One student will be chosen to give the speech to the class.

3. Students will analyze each speech to determine whether they would vote for the
candidate.

4. Students will visit Web sites of local and state candidates to learn more about the
issues for Election 2004.

5. Students will design a poster supporting the candidate of their choice.



B English Component

Objectives

1. Students will research political candidates.

2. Students will write a letter to the editor of their local newspaper expressing
support for their candidate of Election 2004.

Process

1. Students will research news publications and interviews for each candidate and
identify the major campaign issues.

2. Students will visit Web sites of local and state candidates to learn more about the
issues for Election 2004.

3. The teacher will review the steps to writing an editorial letter. (See Handout 3.)

4. Students will write a letter to the editor in support of the candidate of their choice.

~10 ~



HANDOUT 3
Steps to Writing an Editorial Letter

STEPS TO WRITING AN EDITORIAL
1. Key rule of writing an editorial letter: Your statements are your opinion.
2. Establish two to four facts about your candidate that can be proven.
3. You are to use grade-appropriate grammar skills.
4. All statements are to be written in complete sentences.

~11 ~




B Algebra | Component

Objectives

1. Students will research past political campaign funds.

2. Students will analyze campaign funds to determine whether there is a correlation
between who wins a seat and the amount of money he or she spends to be elected.

3. Students will predict who will win the 2004 elections based upon how much
money they have in their budgets.

Process

1. Students will use the Internet to research past political campaign funds and how
much money winners in the 2004 elections spent on their campaign.

2. Students will calculate how much the average amount of money a winning
candidate spends.

3. Students will calculate how much the average amount of money a losing candidate
spends.

4. Students will determine whether there is a correlation between who wins a seat
and the amount of money he or she spends to be elected.

5. Students will research the Internet to find out the amount of money in each 2004
candidate’s budget. (This could be limited to state seats.)

6. Students will predict who will win the 2004 elections based upon how much
money a candidate has in his or her budget.
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ANALYZING FACTS AND OPINIONS

Goal

In Social Studies, students will determine the facts and opinions about candidates. Students
will decide who should win various seats based upon information gathered. In English,
students will distinguish facts from opinions in campaign literature. In Math, students will
determine the amount of facts and opinions in campaign advertisements.

B Social Studies Component

Objectives
1. Students will determine facts and opinions in media.
2. Students will organize a debate for the office of federal representative, governor,
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, and attorney general.
3. Students will determine who should win the office federal representative, governor,
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, and attorney general.
Process
1. Students will read newspaper articles and watch video clips from the media.
2. Students will analyze each article or video clip to determine whether the
statements made where fact or opinion.
3. Students will organize a debate for the office of federal representative, governor,
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, and attorney general.
4. Students will monitor the debate for factual statements.
5. Students will write an essay on who should win the office federal representative,

governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, and attorney general based from
the facts they have gathered from the political candidates.

~13 ~



B English Component

Objectives

1.

Students will be able to determine fact from opinion statements.

2. Students will distinguish facts from opinion in campaign literature.

Process

1.

The teacher will identify criteria for factual statements and opinion statements.
Criteria for factual statements:

e Facts can always be checked.

e Facts can be looked up in a reference book.

* Trusted experts agree with the statement.

* Personal observation tells you it is a factual statement.

e Facts may be correct or incorrect.

Criteria for opinion statements:

* Opinions cannot be proved.

* Opinions cannot be checked in a reference book or other source.

The teacher will read a list of fact and opinion statements. Students will determine
whether the statement is a fact or opinion.

Students will be given campaign literature in the forms of posters, brochures, and
advertisements.

Students determine whether the campaign literature contains facts or opinions.

~14 ~



B Algebra | Component

Objectives
1. Students will determine the amount of the facts and opinions in campaign
advertisements.
2. Students will discover the amount of mudslinging in campaign advertisements.
Process
1. Students will be given campaign advertisements to analyze. The advertisements
should be in the form of newspaper ads, commercials, and special promotional
video tapes.
2. Students will determine in each advertisement the percentage of facts and the
percentage of opinions.
3. Students will determine whether a candidate’s advertisement has mudslinging in
it.
4. Students will determine the percentage of mudslinging that is based on facts and
the percentage of mudslinging that is based on opinions.
5. Students will make their own factual advertisement that shows which candidate

gives facts instead of opinions. (With permission, advertisements should be posted
around the school and community:.)
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Resource List

1. A copy of the Constitution of the United States.

2. Suggested videos (videos can be obtained from your school library, local public
library, local video stores or from local colleges or universities):

e Judicial Branch
e Legislative Branch
e Executive Branch
e American Government — The Congress
e American Government — The Executive Branch
e American Government — the Bureaucracy
e American Government — The Judicial System
¢ U.S. Constitution
e Constitution: Video Quiz
* Bill of Rights: Video Quiz
3. Web sites:
e http:/ /www.voterights.org
National Voting Rights Museum and Institute
e http:/ /www.statesattorney.org
Cook County State’s Attorney Office
e http:/ /www.cookcountycourt.org
Circuit Court of Cook County
e http:/ /www.lwv.org
League of Women Voters
e http:/ /www.lwvia.org
League of Women Voters of lowa
e http:/ /www.princetonol.com/groups/lwv
League of Women Voters of the Princeton Area
e http:/ /www.nvri.org/
National Voting Rights Institute
e http:/ /www.usdoj.gov/crt/
U.S. Department of Justice — Civil Rights Division
e http:/ /www.house.gov/judiciary / maue1021.htm
Article on Felony Voter Disenfranchisement
e http:/ /www.njpp.org/vote.html
Article on Restoring the Right to Vote: Isn't it Time?
e http:/ /www.aclu.org/issues/racial / racevote.html
Article on Reaffirmation or Requiem for the Voting Rights Act?
e http:/ /www.wsws.org/ articles /2000/nov2000/ vote-n08.shtml
World Socialist Web Site
Article on Voting rights denied to 3.9 million Americans due to criminal convictions
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e http:/ /www.prospect.org/print/V8/35/shapiro-a.html
The American Prospect: Article on The Disenfranchised

e http:/ /www.members.tripod.com/~no_on_2/
Alaskans for Civil Rights — Official Election Results

e http:/ /www.iamaw.org

International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers — Election 2004 Guide:
Making Every IAM Vote Count

e http:/ /www.dgeq.qc.ca/anglais/index.html
Democracy Viewed from Every Angle (Quebec, Canada)

e http:/ /www.slate.msn.com / default.aspx?id=78066
An article on Giving Ex-convicts the Vote
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