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	The National Student/Parent Mock Election

The nation’s largest voter education project


News Release
Over 4 Million Votes Cast by American Students all Around the World in Nation’s Largest Voter Education Project

Tucson – November 10, 2004  4,044,835 votes were cast in the 2004 National Student/Parent Mock Election”, John Herklotz, Vice Chairman, announced today.  “Votes came in from all 50 states, Washington DC, and American schools all around the world.  Participation ranged from the Marshall Islands and Okinawa to the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, to Italy, Germany and England.”  The students, and sometimes parents too, voted 52% for Bush, 44% for Kerry.  

“It is the children who were the real winners of this election”, Mr. Herklotz said.  “The mission of the National Student/Parent Mock Election is to turn the sense of powerlessness that keeps young Americans, and their parents too, from going to the polls into a sense of the power of participation.  All over the world young Americans learned how to participate in their democracy.” 

“Since I want to be President of the United States when I grow up”, 10th grader Andy Dessel wrote, “this was really special for me.  I would love to be a grade level coordinator next election.  I will be in the 11th grade then”.   Andy voted in Pennsylvania’s Mock Election.

“I really wish I could vote”, Peter McAleer, age 11, at Saxe Middle School in New Canaan, Connecticut wrote.  “Some people say one vote isn’t a big difference, but I think it is.”

Teachers used the National Student/Parent Mock Election to teach reading, writing and math as well as civics and government, and critical thinking skills.

Second and third graders in Mary Wolf’s class in Midvale, New Jersey were given a ballot with five issues – school, ice cream, recess, homework and television – on which to vote yes or no.  They were then given a ballot with further information.  Only garlic-flavored ice cream would be served in the school lunch room!  The children instantly changed their vote, and learned that it is important to fully understand what you are voting for.

Midvale students also persuaded the principal’s secretary to vote for the first time in her life.  She practiced voting on the voting machines brought to the school for the Mock Election.

At Poughkeepsie Middle School, George Swain, head of the school, wrote the Mock Election experience was “meaningful and profound”.

“It’s important to have students feel part of something bigger . . . . [the Mock Election was] a great opportunity for young people to become actively and authentically involved in the civic life of our country.”

Poughkeepsie Middle School student, Amanda Doxey, 13, worked as a poll volunteer.  It was an experience that made her persuade her mother to vote.  “My mom is definitely voting this year”, Amanda reported.

In Brighton, New York, elementary and middle school students wrote and helped produce Public Service Announcements about the importance of voting that were seen on television all through the area and as far away as New Mexico.

In Layton, Utah, high school social studies teacher Lark Woodbury reported, “It was exciting to see students filter in to our commons and eat their lunch while listening to ‘candidates’ answer questions.  It didn’t end there.  Students continued the dialogue.  They could be heard discussing issues in the halls, or promoting a candidate.”  

“What did students learn?  Students responded with comments like ‘I never cared about politics and now it is interesting’.  ‘My parents and I talk about this stuff now’ ”.

In the Marshall Islands, 2500 nautical miles southeast of Honolulu, Kwajalein Junior/Senior High School students also participated in the National Student/Parent Mock Election, reporting their results to “National Election Headquarters” at the Division of Elections in New Jersey by speaker phone.  The U.S. Army Kwajalein Atoll/Reagan Test site is on a coral reef formation enclosing the world’s largest lagoon in the Republic of the Marshall Islands.   American students in Kwajalein were “all jazzed up and had a blast”, teacher Ric Fullerton reported.  Dressed as Bush or Kerry, with accompanying reporters and secret servicemen, the “candidates” debated the issues before their mock vote.  

Students voted on national issues as well as candidates, learning critical thinking skills as they debated.  Their choices indicated a conservative bent among today’s youth.

On the question of the most important issue facing the nation today, the students chose the economy as their first choice with homeland security/the war on terror close behind.  

In the debate between homeland security and civil liberties, 37% believe “it is worth risking some constitutional rights for greater security at home”.   

On economic policy, 40.6% “prefer Republican policies because they lower taxes and allow Americans to keep more of the money they earn and to spend it as they see fit”. 

Asked about education policy, the majority (41.1%) of students chose  “setting standards for educational attainment in the United States, the federal government should take into account contextual factors such as where the particular school is located, the background of the students in the school, the resources the school has at its disposal, and others. This would allow schools that face some disadvantages to be on a level playing field with other schools”. 

On the question of health care, 64%  believe “the federal government should play a substantial role in providing health care to all Americans, but should not have total control”. 

Six universities participated for the first time in the nation’s largest voter education project.  Cornell University, organizing the first-ever college pilot for the National Student/Parent Mock Election, was joined by John Brown University, Concordia University, De Paul University, Northeastern University and the University of New Mexico in pilot college programs.

Though college students are old enough to vote, Cornell and the other universities hoped to promote civic awareness and involvement with a collegiate mock election for their students. Mock Election 2004 at Cornell was a non-partisan student-led and student-created project. College students voted for President, members of Congress and on key national issues in October; then, cast their “real” votes on November 2nd after their Mock Election experience.

Sixty national educational, civic, religious, and business organizations cooperate with the National Student/Parent Mock Election, ranging from the Council of Chief State School Officers and The National School Boards Association to the League of Women Voters and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. (See nationalmockelection.org for the full listing.) At the state level these partnerships often resulted in outstanding statewide projects. 

In Oregon, a partnership between the League of Women Voters of Oregon, Oregon Action, the Oregon Association of Student Councils, the Oregon Department of Education, the Oregon Education Association, the Oregon Public Education Network and the Oregon School Boards Association made it possible for students all across the state to participate in a series of televised issue/ballot measure debates.

In Michigan, a partnership between Genessee Intermediate School District, Flint, Michigan Government Television, Comcast, ABC TV, and the Secretary of State made possible a third “Television Extravaganza” held this year on October 29.  

National partners joining the project included Pearson Scott Foresman and USA Today (which, thanks to a grant from American Happenings, provided 600 schools across the country with free newspapers for ten weeks for Democracy Today, a pilot project designed to use the National Student/Parent Mock Election to motivate reading). ABC TV provided PSAs, CNN provided web banners, and Youth Noise allowed young mock election participants to discuss national issues with their peers on the internet in 176 countries around the world.  Everyone Counts contributed web voting capacity – allowing students to vote on the internet from anywhere in the world.  

“The potential of the National Student/Parent Mock Election is unlimited”, said John Herklotz.  “We welcome schools, educators, parents, interested organizations and corporate partners to join us now for the next election so that we can begin planning early.”

2005 will be the 25th anniversary of the nation’s largest voter education project. 


To contact the National Student/Parent Mock Election, send an e-mail to nspme@aol.com or fax (520) 742-3553.  
For further information:

Gloria Kirshner

President

National Student/Parent Mock Election

Phone: (520) 742-9943 (Please do not publish number)

Fax: (520) 742-3553

Email: nspme@aol.com
Note to editors:  A slight variation from earlier percentages has resulted from a final complete counting of all votes.


Page 1 

